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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the Amendment filed August 24, 2005. 

Remarks 

2. The previous Office Action indicated that claims 1 3-1 5 were in condition for 
allowance if rewritten to overcome the minor claim objections. The current amendment 
has overcome all of the mentioned claim objections. Original claims 1-12 have been 
cancelled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1 3-1 5 are objected to above, but would be allowable if the objection were 
overcome. 

4. ' The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Prior art teaches printing apparatuses for printing indicia on envelopes. Prior art 
additionally teaches varying the print speed in order to appropriately print the indicia on 
envelops fed by feeding machines having different feed rates. Prior art however, fails to 
teach the specific method for retrofitting an existing mailing system as is taught in 
claims 13-15 of the current invention. Specifically, prior art fails to teach the method for 
retrofitting an existing printing mailing system, wherein the existing mailing system 
comprises an existing printing portion, an existing metering portion, and an existing 
feeding portion that moves an envelope along a feed path, including removing the 
existing printing portion of the mailing system, mounting a frame and a print head 
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proximate the existing feeding portion so that the envelope traveling along the feed path 
will pass proximate the print head, wherein the frame and print head are a different type 
from the removed existing printing portion. The claimed method further includes 
mounting a sensor proximate the existing feeding portion, wherein the sensor senses 
that the feeding portion of the mailing system has positioned the envelope proximate the 
print head and provides a signal to the controller to begin printing postage amount 
indicia. Connecting the print head to a controller is the next step of the claimed method, 
wherein the controller is operable to generate a print signal to cause the print head to 
print postage amount indicia, to receive an indication that the controller is authorized to 
print a postage indicia, and is operable to cause the print head to print at various 
speeds. Lastly, the claimed method includes adjusting the controller to cause the print 
head to print at a similar speed as the removed existing printing portion of the mailing 
system. The specific method is not disclosed in prior art and moreover, one of ordinary 
skill would not have been motivated to come to the above claimed invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allyson N. Trail whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 



A 



Application/Control Number: 10/661,136 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2876 

2406. The examiner can normally be reached between the hours of 7:30AM to 4:00PM 
Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee, can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for this Group is (571) 273-8300. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those 
under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the 
applicant and should be addressed to [allyson.trail@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. 
PTO employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a 
possibility that sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 
U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published 
in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 OG 
89. 



Allyson N. Trail 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 
September 4, 2005 
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